
3 Peace Country Spotlight July 4,  2008

VICTORIA - B.C. children will be
better protected in the event of a motor
vehicle crash as a result of changes to
child passenger safety regulations that
make booster seats mandatory. The
regulations came into effect July 1,
2008.

All children over nine kg (40 lbs)
need to be in booster seats until they
are 1.45 metres (4’9") tall or age nine.
A booster seat will properly position a
seat belt over a child’s shoulders and
across the chest so that the risk of seri-
ous injury and death is greatly reduced
in the event of a crash.

Booster seats reduce the risk of fatal-
ity by 71 per cent and the risk of serious

injury by 67 per cent. In B.C., an aver-
age of 860 children aged five through
nine are seriously injured every year in
motor vehicle collisions.

The booster seat law expands on ex-
isting regulations that already protect in-
fants and children. Children over one
year old and between nine and 18 kg
(20-40 lbs) are required to be seated in
a child car seat, and infants must be
seated in rear-facing infant seats that
are not placed in front of an active fron-
tal air bag until the baby is at least one
year of age and nine kg (20 lbs).

Additional changes to MVA regula-
tions also remove a number of exemp-
tions. All drivers, not just the child’s
parents or guardians, will now have to
use child restraints for their young occu-
pants, as will drivers of rental vehicles,
out-of-province vehicles and passen-
ger vans. Failure to comply with these
new regulations will result in a $109
fine.

B.C. joins Ontario, Quebec, Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick and numerous
U.S. states which have similar booster
seat laws.

Starting July 1, British Columbians
will pay less income tax thanks to tax
cuts made possible by the revenue-neu-
tral carbon tax, announced Finance
Minister Colin Hansen.

“We are the first jurisdiction in North
America to implement a revenue-neu-
tral carbon tax, and by 2009 the
planned income tax reductions will
give the majority of British Columbians
the lowest personal income taxes in
Canada,” said Hansen. “The introduc-
tion of the carbon tax has a number of
benefits for B.C. residents that include
both more money in their pockets and
a greener future.”

The revenue-neutral carbon tax al-
lows British Columbia to reduce taxes
for individuals, families and busi-
nesses. Added to the government’s tax
reductions since 2001, the changes in
Balanced Budget 2008 will give British
Columbians, by 2009, the lowest per-
sonal taxes in Canada on incomes up
to $111,000.

Effective July 1, 2008, personal and
corporate income tax changes include:
Personal income taxes are reduced by 2
per cent for 2008. However, most peo-
ple will notice a four per cent reduction
in provincial tax on their paycheques as
the rate cut is applicable to the entire
year, but being condensed into six
months; General corporate income tax
rates fall to 11 per cent from 12 per cent;
and, Small business tax rates drop to
3.5 per cent from 4.5 per cent.
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